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the temple. " And when the days of her purification
according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they
brought him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.
And he (Simeon) came by the Spirit into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do
for him after the custom of the law, then took he him
up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord, &c.
And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things
which were spoken of him. And Simeon blessed them,
and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is
set for the fall .and rising again of many in Israel; and
for a sign that shall be spoken against, (yea, a sword
shall pierce through thine own soul also) that the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed l" In this
incident it is worthy of remark, that Joseph and Mary
are both mentioned by name, that they are both called
the parents of the young child; that both are equally
blessed by Simeon; and that the good old Israelite,
illumined by the spirit of prophecy, when he addresses
himself immediately to Mary, speaks only of her future
sorrow, and does not even most remotely or faintly
allude to any exaltation of her above the other daughters
of Abraham. " A sword shall pass through thine own
soul also," a prophecy, as St. Augustine interprets it2,
accomplished when she witnessed the sufferings and
death of her Son.

The next occasion on which the name of the Virgin
Mary is found in Scripture, is the memorable visit of
herself, her husband, and her Son, to Jerusalem, when
he was twelve years old. And the manner in which
this incident is related by the inspired Evangelist, so
far from intimating that Mary was destined to be an
object of worship to the believers in her Son, affords
1 Luke ii. 28.            2 See De Sacy, vol. xxxii. p. 138.